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Rodent Proofing

Learn about Honest Rodent Proofing’s
industry-leading 4-step process to get
rid of rats, mice and other rodents.

GUARANTEED

FREE In-Home Inspection,

Mention Lamorinda Weekly for a 10% discount
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EXFEQIENCE Y&U CAN TEDST

Call 925-433-3988

Servicing the Bay Area to Sacramento

www.lamorindaweekly.com

925-377-0977
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Realtor®

Thinking of Selling a Home?

v Pre-sale inspections and fix-ups by licensed contractors.
Pay at close of escrow with no interest or up-charges.

v~ Complimentary pro photography & staging

v’ Property marketing that works!

Call me for a free opinion of home value and expert
advice on how to get the best return on your sale

Frank Woodward

, Luxury Property Specialist
T. 925.788.4963
E.Frank@FrankWoodward.com
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Czech visiting student enjoys his time in California

Erik Stoklasa Photo Sora O'Doherty

By Sora O'Doherty

Sixteen-year-old Erik Stoklasa applied to the
Orinda/Tabor Sister City Foundation to be this year’s
visiting student at Miramonte High School because
he sees it as a great opportunity to experience stay-
ing in a foreign county for a semester, which he is
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finding to be a really intensive experience, taking
Mandarin, photography, computer science, public
speaking as well as U.S. History and English. His
previous experience was last summer in Cyprus, at
the Lyons Club youth exchange, where he spent two
weeks with 20 people from different countries, vis-
iting the cities around Cyprus and learning about
Cypriot cultures. Stoklasa knows former visiting
Czech students Karel Balogh 2015, Adam Kraus
2016, and Marak Vybiral 2017.

Although he lives in Tabor, Stoklasa attends
Gymnazium Jana Keplera in Prague where he is in
his second year of the four-year high school. He
spends most of his time living in a dorm in Prague,
returning to Tabor on weekends. He wants to major
in computer science. “It’s a really great subject that
develops over time a lot,” he says. “It’s not static,
you have to learn new things over time, and it’s a
great way to create new things.” Stoklasa says he
programs a lot and that there is a growing tech sec-
tor in Prague. He does want to go to university, but
is keeping his options open. He will consider at-
tending an American university.

Stoklasa is only here until December; he’ll be
home before Christmas. He is excited that his host
family, Maya and Daniel McBride and host brothers
Kieran and Liam, is taking him to visit Silicon Valley
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in a week. “It will be one of the highlights of my
tour,” he exclaimed. He will also visit Los Angeles
and New York City with his host family.

At home Stoklasa has two older sisters, one of
them studies in Prague and their other is working at
marketing in another Czech city. His mother is a
nurse at a doctor’s office and his father is a manager
at a firm that sells tires for agriculture equipment.

An injured knee has kept Stoklasa from running
cross country at Miramonte, but he has joined the
computer science and astronomy clubs. One of the
differences he finds between Czech and American
schools is that a lot of people here want to do ex-
tracurricular activities. “We don’t have many clubs
at our high school,” he says, but really likes the idea
of being able to meet people who are interested in
similar things as you.

What does he miss? His family and friends, he
says, but adds, “I definitely don’t miss the weather!
At home now it is about 8 C, about 46 F. It rains a lot
and snows in the winter.” In San Francisco you can
get a lot of types of food, he thinks. “At home we
have a lot more bread and dumplings.” But justin
case he missed it, his host family took him to a
Czech restaurant in Concord.
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as the Lamorinda Region.
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Single-story 4br/2.5ba Rheem Valley Manor home on a cul-de-sac with remodeled kitchen and master bath, large flat yard and view. Central location & top schools.

Serene & peaceful 17(+/-)acres in Moraga. Create your own escape-from-the-crowd lifestyle on this serene and peaceful acreage. Within the American Viticultural Area designated
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ColdwellBankerHomes.com

YOUR HOME CAN BE A

SUPERSTAR!

Don't miss this chance to showcase your home on the hottest real estate show
around. At Home in Northern California is a weekly Colowell Banker® TV program
featuring fabulous local properties for sale.

Check it out on Sundays at 4 pm on ABC7.

Find out how to shine a spotlight on your home. Contact your local
Coldwell Banker office today for details.

COLDWELLBANKERHOMES.COM
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